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PATENTS AND PATENT RIGHTS

A patent is a grant issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office giving an inventor the right
to exclude all others from making, using, or selling the invention within the United States, its territories
and possessions, for a period which expires 20 years from the date of filing of the utility patent
application. Patents may also be granted in foreign countries; procedures for filing, regulations for
patentabllity, and term of patent grant vary considerably from country to cauntry. To be patentable in
most countries, an invention must be new, useful, and nan-obvious. In the United States, a grace period
of 12 months from the first written public disclosure of an invention is allowed to file a patent application.
In most foreign countries, an invention is unpatentable unless the application is filed befare public
disclosure (written or oraf). However, if one has filed in the United States prior to public disclosure, the
applicant has 12 months to file in most non-U.5. countries without losing filing rights.
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TRADE AND SERVICE MARKS

A trade or service mark is 2 word, name, symbol or device (or any combination) adopted by an
organization to identify its goods or services and distinguish them from the goods and services of others.
in the United States, trademark ownership Is generally acquired through use of a term to identify origin
of goods or services, although effective November, 1989, legisiation enables organizations to file for
trademark protection hased on intent to use a particular term. Trade or service mark ownership is not
dependent upon federal ar state registration, but upon use of the mark. Reglstration of trade and sarvice
marks may be obtained on both the state and federat levels. However to apply for a federal registration
of a mark, it must be used in interstate commerce.
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Descriva i processa e e diverse configurazion] di acquiste di servizi brevettuali in un ente pubblico di
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TRADE SECRET

The law of trade secret may he applied to almost any secret which is used in business and gives the
gwner ol the trade secret a competitive edge aver others. It is used to protect valuable proprietary
information and is a commonly used form of protection for software, Unlike copyrights, there Is no
federal trade secret statute. Trade secret laws are determined by the individual states but generally
adhere to similar principles. The most important aspect of this type of protection is that of secrecy. The
protection will remain legally valid only as long as a trade secret is maintained. In order to malntain
protection while a trade secret is being used, it is necessary ta bind those individuals having access to
the secret by 3 cantractual agreement nat to disclose it. Such agreements are called nondisclosure ar
canfidentiality agreements.



